How to book your student led learning conversation
To book your learning conversation time follow these simple steps:
Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and click on Make a Booking. Enter the
school event code wphdy and click Go.
You then complete 3 simple steps to book conferences for each of your
children:
1. Enter your details
2. Choose teachers
3. Choose times
Bookings will be confirmed and emailed to you.
All conference bookings must be made by Thursday 25 March, 3.00pm. If
you have not made a booking by this date, one will be made for you. We
are aware that not all our families have access to a computer and the
internet. Please pop in or ring the school office and they will do your
bookings for you, ph 528 6485.

STUDENT LED

LEARNING CONVERSATIONS
Tuesday 30 March & Wednesday 31 March 2021

Things to remember
Your child will run the learning conversation—not you, not the teacher!
Your child must be here.
All students have been putting considerable time and energy into
preparing for this. It is a chance for them to shine and celebrate their
progress. Our experience is that children are very motivated and proud to
share their learning journey with their whanau. If you are unable to
attend, please arrange for another significant adult in your child’s life to
come in your place.

What is a student led learning conversation?

We may be filming some of the learning conversations so that teachers can
use this to reflect and constantly improve what they are doing. Please let
us know if you do not want to be filmed.

A student led learning conversation is a meeting with parents led by
the student. This is an opportunity for students to share with their
whanau their growth as a learner. They will share samples of work,
discuss what they have learned and the progress they’ve made, and
they may undertake some activities with their parents to show their
learning.

Most importantly, enjoy the opportunity to see your child in his/her key
learning environment and celebrate your child’s progress to date.

This process is a big change for both students and parents, but one
that is exciting and rewarding!

The conference is about learning—not behaviour or social issues. If you or
the teacher have concerns here another meeting will need to be arranged.

Why have student led learning conversations?

How will student led learning conversations work?

The main purposes of student led learning conversations are to celebrate
a child’s learning, show growth over time, and provide parents with a
better insight and understanding of their child’s learning. Students are
actively involved in the learning and reporting process.



Your child will do most of the talking. They will tell you the things he or she has
been working on in class, how they are going and their next learning steps.



Learning conversations last up to 30 minutes. You do not have to stay this long if
your child has finished sharing his/her learning.

Preparing students for learning in the 21st century requires teachers to
allow students to be agentic and take responsibility for their own
learning, and what better way than through sharing their learning with
whanau.



3-4 student led conversations will be held at the same time in your child’s
classroom.



The teacher’s role during student led learning conversations is that of a
facilitator. The teacher will rove and support students when required and
answer any questions you may have. The teacher will spend some time with you
and your child during the conversation to look at goal setting



For younger year groups, stations will be set up for students and whanau to
move around. Students will show you their learning through these activities.



Your role is to ask your child questions about their learning as they share with
you.

What does the research say?
At Trentham School we are focused on improving student outcomes.
Research and theory shows that developing students’ ability to talk about
their learning and their progress makes a difference.
Professor John Hattie’s revised list of the most effective influences on
student achievement, identifies student self-reporting as the most
significant indicator linked to raised student achievement.

“If the focus is to be kept on learning, and the ownership of the learning
with the child, then the best person to talk about the learning is the
learner…” “Not only is the student the best person to tell their parents
what they have learnt, but if we believe that students build their
knowledge by communicating what they know, then providing an
opportunity for the students to tell their family what they know can
significantly assist with that learning.” Absolum (2006)
Research by Epstein and Bastiani also shows
that parental involvement in schools and
classrooms has a positive impact on
children’s learning.

Questions you can ask:
How are you feeling about being in this class?
Tell me about your friends in the class and/or school?
What are you learning to do in … reading/writing/maths?
What are your next steps for learning in GROW?
What work have you really enjoyed doing?
Which area of learning do you find easiest? Why?
Which area of learning do you find trickiest? Why?
What could we do together to help you with this learning?

