
Newsletter 20     Term 4 
Dear Parents & Caregivers, Tena koutou katoa 

Last week was certainly an eventful week with a large earthquake, aftershocks and  
significant flooding!  We’re certainly testing our resiliency!  Our Reunification Drill on 
Friday 11 November couldn’t have been better timed and was a good practice for  
Tuesday’s flooding.  We are aware of a few things that need changing as part of our  
process, i.e. both parents/caregivers to receive the text alert, but we’d really like to  
receive any feedback you may have - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ReunificationDrill.  Please complete if you haven’t done so yet.   

A few things to consider.   

In times of emergency it is vital the school can contact parents. Please ensure 
that ALL YOUR CONTACT DETAILS AND THOSE OF YOUR EMERGENCY  
CONTACTS ARE UP TO DATE. Pop into the office with your updated information 
if needed. 

For our reunification drill, we requested up to 4 emergency contacts, other than parents, 
who could collect your child in the case of an emergency.  I cannot stress how vital this 
is.  This should be part of your family emergency plan.  If you cannot get to your child in 
an emergency, who can?  Remember that power and data will likely to be down, so you 
need to be assured that someone will be coming to get your children.  We must have 
permission to release children, so please ensure you give us this information ASAP so we 
are all prepared. 

The use of social media, in particular the school’s Facebook page is a great way for us to 
let parents know what is happening at school. I urge all of our parents to follow Tren-
tham School on Facebook.  A reminder that this is not a forum for complaints.  Please 
contact the school directly if you are unhappy about anything regarding our school. 

Earthquakes can be extremely scary, however children often look to adults in these 
times and may follow the way we act.  It is important to support your children and an-
swer any questions they have, however it is also vital to try and get things back to nor-
mal for them. A great website for supporting young people in emergencies can be found 
here:  http://www.education.govt.nz/school/student-support/emergencies/tips-and-
tools/ 

Be prepared. Now more than ever is a timely reminder about check-
ing your own emergency supplies at home and in your workplace. 
Be sure to have contingency plans with others in the event of 
yourself not being able to make it to school to pick up your 
children. We have a number of supplies at school in case of 
emergencies, as well as the school being a Civil Defence Post. 
If you would like to donate any supplies such as blankets, 
long life food such as tins, toilet rolls, plastic bags etc, please 
feel free to do so. The following website has lots of useful in-
formation in terms of being prepared.  http://
www.getprepared.org.nz/ 

Finally I want to thank everyone for pulling together last week and  
being so supportive. If you have any questions, concerns, suggestions, etc that you 

would like to share with us, please let me know.   
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Upcoming Dates & Events: 

30 Nov   Cake Auction, 5pm 
End of Year  
Showcase, 6.00pm 

2 Dec   Year 6 Fergusson Int 
orientation 

2 Dec   Last day for Scholastic 
book orders. 

9 Dec   Reports go home 

13 Dec   Meet & Greet, 1.30pm 

14 Dec   Year 6 Social 

15 Dec   Last day of school 

Please be aware that 
school finishes at 12 
noon on Thursday 
15th December 2016. 

2017 Term Dates: 

Term 1  Wednesday 1 February- 
Thursday 13 April 
Waitangi Day:  
Monday 6 February 

Term 2 Monday 1 May - 
Friday 7 July 
UH Cluster TOD:  
Friday 2 June 
Queen’s Birthday:  
Monday 5 June 

Term 3  Monday 24 July  - 
Friday 29 September 

Term 4  Monday 16 October - 
Monday 18 December 
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HOME AND SCHOOL MEETING 

Thursday 24 November,  
3.15pm in the staffroom. 
Please join us to review  
fundraising for this year and  
to start thinking about activities 
for 2017. 

CHILDREN TURNING 5 

If you have a child turning 5 in 
2017, please contact the school 
office to make an enrolment if 
you haven’t already done so.  It  
is really useful for us to know 
how many children will be start-
ing school in the next 2 years. 

TAX CREDITS FOR DONATIONS 

Can you claim a tax credit for 
donations? If you’ve made a do-
nation, you may be able to claim 
a tax credit. To be eligible, you 
need to have made a receipted 
donation of $5 or more to:  

 an approved donee  
organisation  

 an approved New Zealand  
religious or educational  
organisation  

 approved overseas aid funds 

 kindergartens  

 state schools, state integrated 
schools, other schools who 
have been approved as a donee 
organisation, school boards  
of trustees or parent teacher 
associations. 

Find out more about tax credits 
from http://www.ird.govt.nz/
income-tax-individual/tax-
credits/donations-taxcredits/
donations-taxcredits.html.  

NEW ABSENTEE LINE 

In the office we are very excited to 
announce our new absentee line is 
up and running. Call as per normal 
on 04 528 6485, press 2, then leave 
your child’s name, room number, 
reason for absence and length of 
time  they will be away. 

Problem Solving Answers:  Year 1-3:  $24.  Year 4-6:  Manny owns 41,832 cards.  

END OF YEAR SHOWCASE 
Classes have begun preparing for our End of Year Showcase  
which will take place on Wednesday 30 November at 6.00pm  
out the back of Brentwood Block.   

The purpose of our Showcase is to have whanau come together  
at the end of the school year and share and celebrate performing  
arts learning undertaken throughout the year.   

Sausage sizzle, drinks and a raffle will be available so bring  
your coins!  Don’t forget a blanket and rug!   
If the weather is not good  
we’ll hold our Showcase  
in our school hall.   

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING 
FOR CYRUS 
Prior to our Showcase starting the school will be  
supporting our community to raise funds for Cyrus 
Taylor and his family.   

Cyrus is a Trentham Year 6 student currently undertaking lengthy treatment 
for an inoperable brain tumour.  We would like to raise as much as possible to 
help Cyrus and his family.  

I hope to see you all here at school next Wednesday 30 November.  From 5.00-6.00pm we 
have our Cake Auction to raise funds for Cyrus’s family.  Please bring your picnic dinner to the 
school hall and be ready to bid on some beautiful cakes.  From 6.00-7.30pm we have our End 
of Year Showcase.  This will run out the back of Brentwood Block, or in the hall if wet.  Please 
make sure you attend both events, and really encourage your friends and family members to 
attend the fundraiser.    

Nga mihi nui  
Suzanne Su’a 
Principal 
principal@trentham.school.nz 

Theme:  Christmas, Super Heroes and Sport 

When:  Wednesday 30th November—5pm—6pm 

Where:  Trentham School Grounds before the End of Year Showcase 

The creative cakes will be auctioned off to help raise funds for Cyrus and his 
family. 

Register your  interest with the school office before Monday 28th November.  

We need lots of help! Let the kids design and be involved. Ask your clever cake 
making friends to make a cake too! 

Cakes to please be delivered on Tuesday 29th for photographing. 

Sausage Sizzle, Hotdogs and Christmas Raffle tickets also available for  
purchase at the Auction. 

All funds raised in the form of vouchers will go to Cyrus. 

Calling all cake bakers! 
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New to  
Trentham School 

A special welcome to all our new  
students to Trentham School. 

Orton Stewart R6,  

Simardeep Gill R18 

 

VALUE OF THE TERM  
Responsibility / Kawenga  

When we are responsible we respond ably and appropriately. 

One of the most important ways this value can be demonstrated is by 
encouraging children to take responsibility for their own learning. Only 
when students fully engage in every classroom lesson is the potential of 
learning activity released. Students show this by: 

 Having the right tools and equipment 

 Actively listening 

 Doing what is asked 

 Completing tasks on time. 

Home suggestion: I will learn to take responsibility for my own learning 
and ensure my behaviour is acceptable. I will not blame other people when 
I get in trouble. 

MATHS PROBLEM SOLVING 

PROBLEMS: 

Work with your child to solve the following problems.   
Talk about how you get your answer and see if there are  
any other ways you could solve them. 

Year 1-3 
Sam bought 3 pizzas for $8 each. What was the total amount he 
paid for the three pizzas? 

Year 4-6 
Manny owns 83 sets of basketball cards. Each set has exactly 504 
cards. What is the total number of basketball cards Manny owns? 

School News and Reminders 

prize 

 

1st  
Nathan Graham 

winning  

prize 2nd  

Congratulations  
to the winners of our Raffle 

Kahu Koopu 

winning  

Safe Play Awards 
Congratulations to the following children that  

received Safe Play Awards at our Assembly.  

Great work—keep it up: 

Koru Syndicate: 

Cindy R10, Bella R11, Jahstas R11, Samuela R11,  

Isla R12, Dylan R13, Alex R13, Lucas R14, Marino R14, 

Kyden R18, Tiger R15, Peyton R13, Brooke R9,  

Brianna R14. 

Patu Syndicate: 

Alicia R6, Aiden R5, Aeires R1, Soa R2, Regan R7,  

Leo R3, Sophie R2, Terynze R5, Caitlin R5,  

Nadine R5, Katelyn R6, Blake R1, Jaeden R2,  

Payton R8. 

Principal’s Awards 

Congratulations to  

Miriama Vercoe R2 

Our thanks to: 

$147                                       was raised  from selling  

                                             the reusable bags!! 

Jorjia-Marie in R14 sold the most Profit of $30. 

R6 sold the most Profit of $36. 

Mid term 4 KAURI MAHOE KOWHAI RATA 

Placings 3rd 1st 2nd 4th 

2016 Whanau Points 

What an awesome day we had at the  

Danish Rounders Tournament!  
We were so impressed with our students - their behaviour was  
exceptional and they did so well at cleaning up after themselves.  
They had excellent team spirit and thoroughly enjoyed the tournament. 
A great day. Even the weather was kind to us!  

We had two teams (one in each pool). Trentham A won 3 of 5 games in 
their pool and Trentham B won 4 of 5 games in their pool. We all made it 
into a semi-final but overall, Trentham A came 3rd and Trentham B came 
5th. Well done teams! Awesome effort. 

 





Community Notices 
Please note that the school is not endorsing the programmes listed below. We are publishing them on request 

of the providers and because they may be of interest to our families 

LOOKING TO START DRAMA CLASSES? 
Kids 4 Drama classes teach clear communication, vocal  
techniques, and the art of improvisation, mime, character  
portrayal and general performance and public speaking skills. 
These lessons are wrapped up in a unique framework that prom-
ises loads of fun and are an excellent confidence-building tool.  

To be sent an information pack or to trial our Hutt classes, 
please email becca@kids4drama.co.nz 

 

MISSED  
THE BOOK 
LAUNCH 
 

If you missed the book launch and want  
a copy of "Te Kiore i roto i Te Whare"  
illustrated by our very own Mrs Hamilton 
they are now on sale from the office  
only $20.00  

LEARN TO PLAY TENNIS 

Holiday Programme For Children  
From 5 years- 13 years 

Supported by HVTA 

Dates:  Wednesday 25, Thursday 26 and Friday 27 
January, 2017. (wet or fine) 

Venue: Mitchell Park (Mitchell Street, Lower Hutt) 

If wet the programme will be held in the squash 
courts. 

Timetable:   
9.00am-10.00 am-  Girls from 5-8 years old 

10.00am-11.00 am- Boys from 5-8 years old 

11.00am-12.00 noon-  Girls from 9 years + 

1.00pm-2.00 pm-      Boys from 9 years + 

Cost:  $33-00 for the 3 days.  Money to be paid on the 
first day. 

Registration:  Contact Gary Nelson –Ph. 5897178 or 
Email -  a.nelson@xtra.co.nz 

Note: Enrolments must be received by 
- Wednesday 11 January, 2017.  

EARLY ENROLMENT is advised as this programme 
is very popular and the first 12 enrolments in each 
age group will be accepted. 
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